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Preamble

We the true social democrats and patriots determined to acquire political power through democratic means and thereby provide qualitative and transformative servant leadership at all levels of government for the purpose of cultivating an egalitarian Kenyan society based on the principles of freedom, justice and solidarity, the social equality of the mankind and the preservation of the natural environment hereby make, enact and give the following Constitution to ourselves for effective governance of our Party and promotion of its ideals, aims and objectives.


Article 1: Establishment


1.1 Name of the Party

The name of the Party shall be Social Democratic Party of Kenya hereinafter referred to as “the SDP” or “the Party” established pursuant to the Constitution of Kenya, the Political Parties Act and other relevant laws of Kenya.


1.2 Headquarters

The registered office of the party is Lwande Apartment, Room 52, Along Kakamega -Kisumu Highway, Postal Address is P.O. Box 1559 – 50100, Kakamega and its official Website Address is www.sdpkenya.org 


1.3 Party Ideology

The Ideology of SDP shall be and remain “social democracy”. Members of the party are, therefore “social democrats” and shall refer to themselves as such.


1.4 Symbol

The Party’s symbol is SDP (Inside a Circle)

1.5 Motto

The motto is “Time Has Come – Wakati  Umefika”

1.6 Slogan

The Party slogan is “Change – Mageuzi” 

1.7 Salute 

The salute is Open Hand and Palm Raised 

1.8 Colours

The dominant color of the Party is Pink complimented with White and Bold Sky-Blue. These colors represent the Party’s ideals and values as follows:
Pink – social democracy, solidarity

White – freedom, equality, justice, peace

Sky Blue – progress, sustainability, internationalism


1.9 Flag 

The Flag of the Party shall be a pink rectangle with the acronym of the Party (SDP) in the middle, and the Party slogan “Change – Mageuzi’ at the bottom.


Article 2: Party Vision and Mission

2.1 Vision Statement	 

The vision of the Party is that of an egalitarian Kenyan society in which every citizen lives a decent, dignified, secure, peaceful and prosperous life. 

2.2 Mission Statement
  
To unite the people of Kenya and build a modern welfare Kenyan state based on political, social and economic democracy.


Article 3: Values and Principles


3.3.1 Freedom

Freedom is a power that transforms society. Freedom strengthens human resources and enables people to both achieve their full potential and strengthen their community on an equal footing with others. Freedom must not only be the freedom of the strong. No one has the right to act at the expense of others’ freedom and no community has the right to chain anyone’s individuality. It is an individual’s duty to act in accordance with the democratic rules of society without violating the rights or human dignity of other members of the society. 

3.3.2 Equality

The SDP is fundamentally committed to creating a more equal Kenya that realizes the economic and social rights of all. The party believes that in modern Kenya, every person should have the opportunity to reach their full potential as an active participant in society. Therefore, to establish a true Kenyan republic, the state must play a proactive role in promoting equality and to do so by providing high-quality public services, investing in communities and social infrastructure, ensuring fair taxation that enables distribution of resources on an equitable basis, mitigating risk to individuals and protecting human rights and civil and religious liberties. 

3.3.3 Justice

Justice is grounded on equal dignity of every person. It is a synonym for equal freedom and equal opportunities, independent of background and gender. Therefore, justice means equal participation in education, work, social security, culture and democracy as well as equal access to all public goods. Where unequal distribution divides society into people giving and following instructions it infringes upon equal freedom and is thus unfair. Justice requires equal distribution of income, property and power since major inequality in distribution jeopardizes equal opportunities in life. Equal opportunities in life do not mean uniformity but space for the development of personal predictions and capabilities. People are different. However, natural inequalities and social differences in somebody’s origin must not become social destiny. Paths through life must not be fixed from the beginning. We are rejecting any form of privilege or disadvantage because of origin, class, colour, gender or religion. Performance must be acknowledged and respected. Performance oriented distribution of income and property than others must also contribute more to the welfare of society.       

3.3.4 Solidarity 

We believe in solidarity. It is through strong committed communities, that we best ensure the individual’s opportunity to live a good life and fulfil their personal potential. In a solidaristic community everyone does his or her best, and we help each other. The broadest shoulder carries the greatest weight. We have to stick together in Kenya. We reject the myth about everyone being the architect of his or her own fortune. Instead, we believe that all people have a responsibility for one another, especially those who are vulnerable. 

3.3.5 Democracy

Our aim is a society free from class distinction, a society without prejudices and discrimination, where each individual has an impact on the development of the society as a whole. The SDP believes that only a competent, inclusive and open government, underpinned by transparency in political and administrative decision-making, can truly deliver the equal society and strong economy necessary for democracy to thrive. The Party is committed to building accountable institutions worthy of public trust. The Party believes in inclusive, participatory processes that encourage and value a broad spectrum of voices and favour a democracy that empowers people and those they elect to represent them. 

3.3.6 Peace

The SDP believes in and supports peace. Peace is the precondition of all our hopes. It is a basic value of common interest to all political systems and necessary for human society. War destroys human life and the basis for social development. Peace is a necessity within nations. Violent ways of handling conflicts destroy opportunities for development and human rights. Education for peace must be intensified. The initiative for peace requires that different socio-economic systems and nations cooperate with one another for projects and for peaceful coexistence.        

3.3.7 Progress

The SDP supports a strong, stable and innovative economy as essential to realizing a true Kenyan republic. The party is committed to creating the conditions for enterprise and entrepreneurial endeavor to thrive. In parallel with entrepreneurial freedom comes social responsibility, which the party is committed to ensuring through legal and regulatory practice. The party believes in the importance of a vibrant and diverse economy which will promote businesses, both large and small, indigenous and international. The provision of good-quality employment that gives people the opportunity to earn a fair income, foster their talents and realize their potential is essential to this end. The Party supports an economy where the rights of workers are protected and vindicated through collective bargaining and workplace democracy and where all those contributing to the economy through paid and unpaid work are valued.  


3.3.8 Sustainability

The SDP believes in developing a sustainable infrastructure that serves communities, respects our natural resources and protects the environment. Building a society that is economically, socially and environmentally sustainable requires long-term economic planning, evidence-based policies and stable public finances. We are committed to a coherent, long-term community development and planning to safeguard our country for future generations.

3.3.9 Internationalism 

Our values have no boundaries. We seek to fight in Kenya and the world to advance our principles. We are an international party, and believe that cross border cooperation is beneficial. We wish for a world order built on rules and norms, and not rule of power. Therefore, we are in favor of active and committed cooperation between countries and people of the world. We insist that Kenya should have a notable voice and a seat at the table in these areas where international decisions are made. We commit to complying with the UN’s Human Rights Charter and believe that they should apply to all people on earth.


Article 4: Aims and Objectives 
                            
The aims and objectives of the party shall be as follows: -

4.1 To establish and safeguard a social democratic government of the people devoted to ensuring a decent standard of living for every individual;

4.2 To uphold the integrity and sovereignty of the Republic of Kenya as one united indivisible nation;

4.3 To create wealth and eliminate poverty, want, illiteracy, disease, squalor and provide free education, health services; food security through mechanized agriculture, affordable housing, safe water, good infrastructure and security;

4.4 To ensure purposeful mobilization of creative energy and resources of the nation for the establishment of an economic environment for fulfillment of peaceful happiness and equitable distribution the wealth of the nation; 

4.5 To promote good governance, eliminate tribalism, corruption, exploitation, discourage and eradicate all forms of discrimination;

4.6 To promote and protect the liberties, freedom and individual rights including civil and   political right, economic, social and cultural rights, religious and development rights;

4.7 To co-operate with trade union organizations and co-operative movements for the development and maintenance of the economic progress of Kenya;

4.8 To protect the interest of farmers, workers, and peasants of Kenya and strive to obtain for them the greatest possible returns;


4.9 To promote a social market economy and to formulate and implement a sound economic investments and fiscal policies that stimulate a broad range of employment opportunities capable of generating income sufficient to achieving adequate standard of living for all Kenyans;

4.10 To promote active public and private participation in the strategic sector of the economy and the distribution and or redistribution of wealth;

4.11 To promote the protection, improvement and management of the environment and all-natural resources so as to ensure sustainable development for the benefit of the current and future generations;

4.12 To ensure equitable access to land and legal security of tenure for all Kenyans in the context of sustainable land use policy;

4.13 To ensure that the natural wealth and resources of Kenya are conserved and sustainably exploited for the betterment of all Kenyans and the future generation;
4.14 To embark upon industrial and technological transformation of Kenya;

4.15 To ensure sound population policy, which addresses population issues affecting Kenyans and fully integrates demographic concerns into development and political planning;

4.16 To create opportunities for and encourage full development of the political, social, cultural and economic potentials of the women, youth and the vulnerable people of Kenya;

4.17 To safeguard the inherent dignity of the individual in accordance with the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

4.18 To promote African unity, regional and sub-regional cooperation;

4.19 To support and promote regional and international organizations or groupings committed to the achievement of scientific and technical development or innovation, the conservation and improvement of the environment;

4.20 To support and promote global peace, security, justice and stability in order to enhance international co-existence and partnership for a stable and equitable world free from injustice and conflict;

4.21 To embark on integrated rural development aimed at enhancing the quality of life of the rural dwellers;

4.22 To develop, upgrade and maintain Information and Communication Technology infrastructure and ensure their use by all level of governments, public institutions and the general public;

4.23 To strengthen fraternal relations with all political parties in other countries with similar ideological orientation;

4.24 To promote social democracy through cooperation, collaboration and networking with other social democratic parties and organizations at both local and international levels;

4.25 To nominate and field candidates for national and county government elections; and,

4.26 To establish and operate branches of the party all over Kenya
Article 5: Membership 

5.1 Membership of the SDP shall be open to any citizen of Kenya who has attained the age of 18 or above and who accepts the ideology, principles, policies and discipline of the Party provided he/she is not and does not become a member of another Party. 

5.2 Kenyans in Diaspora may become individual members of the Party provided they accept the conditions of membership as stated above and may form a Diaspora Branch. 

5.3 Membership application: A Person who qualifies to be a member of the party may apply for membership in writing to the Branch Executive Council or directly to the National office. Each individual member of the party shall, on enrolment fill a membership form and pay and an admission fee consistent with the type of membership one wishes. 

5.4 The Branch Executive council and the National office have the power to accept or decline any application. 

5.5 At the time of enrolment, each member of the SDP shall pay such admission fees and thereafter, pay such subscriptions or other fees as may be determined from time to time by the SDP National Executive Council (NEC)

5.6 Each member shall be issued with a receipt, a card, or a certificate or such other documentation as may be determined by the Party from time to time.

5.7 At the time of being enrolled as a member of the SDP, such member shall, in a language of choice make to the person or body designated to administer such a pledge under the Rules of the SDP, the pledge of allegiance provided for in the annexure to this Constitution or any such other solemn declaration as may be determined by the SDP National Congress from time to time.

5.8 The Party shall maintain at its Headquarter and at each of the County Branch offices, a register of members which shall continuously be updated. The register of members shall contain such membership details including the members’ identification details, religion, ethnicity, gender, disability if applicable and county of the member as provided for by the law governing operations of Political Parties. The appearance of the Members’ names and his/her personal data in the register of members shall be prima facie evidence of valid registration as a member. 

5.9 Participatory and other rights of certain members may be limited by operation of a written law in force in Kenya, pertaining to political and other participation of persons serving in the armed forces, the other disciplined forces or public service.

5.10 Upon admission to membership the member shall be bound by this constitution, rules, resolutions and decisions of the National Congress, the National Executive Council and the National Political Bureau.

5.11 Any member wishing to resign from the party shall do so in writing. The resignation shall take effect from the moment the letter of resignation is delivered to the Party office concerned, a member who has resigned will not be entitled to a refund of any subscription paid.





Article 6: Membership Categories

6.1 The Party Membership shall be categorized as follows: -

6.1.1 Ordinary Membership 

6.1.2 Bronze Membership 

6.1.3 Silver Membership 

6.1.4 Gold Membership 

6.1.5 Platinum Membership 

6.1.6 Founder Membership 

6.1.7 Honorary Membership 

6.1.8 Affiliate Membership 

6.2 Ordinary Membership: Ordinary Membership shall be open to individuals upon payment of Ksh.20 and the Membership Card shall be issued thereof. Each Individual Ordinary Member shall pay a monthly Subscription of Ksh.10 on or before the last day of each month, provided that a member may pay a lump sum of Ksh.120 by way of subscription for a period of 12 months in advance, or such sum for such period as may be agreed by the branch executive council.

6.3 Bronze Membership: Bronze Membership shall be open to Individuals upon payment of Ksh.20, 000 and a Membership Certificate shall be issued thereof. Each Individual Bronze Member of the Party shall pay an Annual Subscription Fee of Ksh.10, 000. 

6.4 Silver Membership: Silver Membership shall be open to Individuals upon payment of Ksh.50, 000 and a Membership Certificate shall be issued thereof. Each Individual Silver Member of the Party shall pay an Annual Subscription Fee of Ksh.25, 000. 

6.5 Gold Membership: Gold Membership shall be open to Individuals upon payment of Ksh.100, 000 and a Membership Certificate shall be issued thereof. Each Individual Gold Member of the Party shall pay an Annual Subscription Fee of Ksh.50, 000. 

6.6 Platinum Membership: Platinum Membership shall be open to Individuals upon payment of Ksh.200, 000 and a Membership Certificate shall be issued thereof. Each Individual Platinum Member of the Party shall pay an Annual Subscription Fee of Ksh.100, 000. 

6.7 Founding Membership: The Party may, subject to any written law in force in Kenya, classify as Founding Members, persons who in addition to paying the prescribed Membership fees, have contributed in cash or in kind to the initial assets of the Party in respect of the first year of its existence. The original founders of the party are Mr.Nyumbah Nyanjong’, Mr. Jared Dishon Omwandasi and Ms. Mary Wacuka Kinyua

6.8 Honorary Membership: Subject to any written law, the National Executive Council may act on its own or on the recommendation of Branch Executive Council, grant Honorary Membership to those men and women who do not qualify for membership under this Constitution, but who have demonstrated an unwavering commitment to the SDP, its policies and activities. 

6.9 Affiliate Membership: Shall be open to any company, an organization or groups of persons including Trade Unions, Professional Associations, Cooperative Societies, Student Unions, Civil Societies, Community Based Organizations, and others which accept and subscribe to the party’s policies, ideologies, principles, aims and objectives and involved in activities that promotes principles of social democracy. Any organization wishing to become an Affiliate Member of the SDP shall apply in writing enclosing a resolution to that effect of the competent organ of that organization to the Secretary-General of the SDP. Upon admission to membership, the organization shall pay an entrance fee of Ksh.300, 000 and a Membership Certificate shall be issued thereof. An Affiliate Member Organization shall pay an Annual Subscription Fee of Ksh. 150, 000. An Affiliate Organization may be called upon by SDP to make such financial contribution towards the funds of the Party as may be agreed between SDP and that organization.

6.10 Membership and Annual Subscription Fees for each category shall be payable as specified and is subject to revision by the NEC.

6.11 A member may convert from one membership to another provided that he/she has met the requisite conditions of such membership.


Article 7: Rights and Duties of Members

7.1 Every member of the SDP has the right to: -

a) Take a full and active part in the decision, formulation and implementation of the policies and programmes of the Party.

b) Receive and impart information on all aspects of the party policies and activities.

c) Take part in elections and seek election or appointment to any committee, structure, commission or delegation of the Party.

d) Submit proposals or statements to the Sub-Branch, Branch or NEC provided that such proposals or statements are submitted through the appropriate structures.

7.2 Every member of the SDP has the duty to: -

a) Belong and take active part in the life of his or her Party Branch

b) Take all necessary steps to understand and promote the aims, values, policies and programmes of the SDP.

c) Combat propaganda detrimental to the interest of the SDP and defend the policies, aims and programmes of the Party.
d) Contribute to the fight against racism, tribal chauvinism, sexism, religious and political intolerance or any form of discrimination or xenophobia.

e) Observe discipline, behave honestly and carry out loyally decisions of the majority and decisions of the Party.

f) Safeguard the unity and solidarity of the party and to respect party organs and leadership.

g) Abide by the Party constitution and party discipline and behave in the spirit of proletarian internationalism and in accordance with the noble idea of socialism.

h) Carry out their civic responsibilities such as voting and or endorsing Party County, Parliamentary or Presidential Leaders of their choice, or availing themselves as Candidates for Party, County, Parliamentary or Presidential positions.

i) Ensure that he or she is registered as a voter in the Party Cell where he/she resides.

j) Pay such fees, levies and dues as may be prescribed from time to time by the National Congress or by any other organs of the Party authorized to do so.

k) Inform his or her Branch of relocation to any other area and report to the Branch Committee Secretary on arriving at any new area.

l) Refrain from publishing and/or distributing through the media without authorization any information deemed confidential, or which purports to be the views of any organized grouping/faction within the Party.

m) Party members who hold elective offices in any spheres of governance at National, Branch and Sub-Branch levels are required to be members of the appropriate Group, to function within its articles and to abide by its decisions under the general provisions of the Constitution and the Constitutional structures

Article 8: Termination of Membership

8.1 Membership of the SDP shall terminate if a member: -

a) Submits to any organ of the Party a signed letter of resignation;

b) Becomes a member of another political party; 

c) Declares his/her resignation publicly or in a meeting duly constituted by any organ of the Party;

d) Is dismissed by resolution passed by the National Political Bureau and ratified by the National Executive Council;

e) Dies 

f) Fails without reasonable cause to comply with any of the provisions of the Constitution and regulations including failure to pay Membership Subscription dues for a period of more than (1) year.

8.2 A person who ceases to be a member of the SDP shall not be entitled to a refund of any membership or subscriptions fees or dues paid by him/her and will remain liable to pay such subscription fees or dues as the member may be owing the Party at the time of determination of membership.
8.3 A person whose membership has ceased shall be struck off from register of members.
8.4 A person whose membership has ceased shall return to the Party all property of the Party within his/her custody.
8.5 A member who resigns or is dismissed, may re-apply and may be considered for re-admission by the National Executive Council on good cause shown.


Article 9: Organizational Structure

9.1 For the purpose of organization, the SDP shall operate at the following levels:

a) National
b) Regional
c) Branch 
d) Sub-Branch 
e) Ward
f) The Cell

9.2 The Organs of the Party shall consist of the following:

a) The National Congress  
b) The National Executive Council 
c) The National Political Bureau
d) The Shadow Cabinet
e) The National Secretariat
f) The Regional Political Bureau
g) The Branch Congress
h) The Branch Executive Council 
i) The Branch Management Committee 
j) The Sub-Branch Congress 
k) The Sub-Branch Executive Council 
l) The Sub-Branch Management Committee 
m) The Ward Congress 
n) The Ward Executive Council 
o) The Ward Management Committee
p) The Cell Congress
q) The Cell Executive Council


Article 10: National Officials of the Party

10.1 The Party shall have the following elected National officials: -
10.1.1   Party President 
10.1.2   Deputy Party President (Politics)
10.1.3   Deputy Party President (Administration) 
10.1.4   Secretary – General
10.1.5   Deputy Secretary – General
10.1.6   Deputy Secretary-General
10.1.7   National Treasurer
10.1.8   Deputy National Treasurer
10.1.9   Deputy National Treasurer
10.1.10 National Organizing Secretary
10.1.11 Deputy National Organizing Secretary
10.1.12 Deputy National Organizing Secretary
10.1.13 National Women Social Democrats Leader
10.1.14 Deputy National Women Social Democrats Leader
10.1.15 Deputy National Women Social Democrats Leader
10.1.16 National Young Social Democrats Leader
10.1.17 Deputy National Young Democrats Leader 
10.1.18 Deputy National Young Social Democrats Leader
10.1.19 National People with Disabilities Leader
10.1.20 Deputy National People with Disabilities Leader                                   
10.1.21 Deputy National People with Disabilities Leader
10.1.22 National Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader
10.1.23 Deputy National Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader
10.1.24 Deputy National Minority and Marginalized Group Leader 
10.1.25 Executive Director                                                                                                                                     
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10.2 (a) With the exception of the Party Deputy Presidents and Executive Director who shall be appointed by the Party President, the National officials shall be elected at the National Congress or Special National Congress. The National officials shall hold office for a term of five years and shall be eligible for re-election at the expiry of their term of office.

         (b) Elections shall be by secret ballot or acclamation and shall be decided by a simple majority where more than one candidate is contesting for one office. Where only one candidate is nominated for an office at the close of the nomination, that candidate shall be declared the winner. Nomination of candidates shall be by proposal and secondment.

          (c) Election results shall be final as announced provided that any dissatisfied candidate may resort to redress as provided for under the Election and Nomination Rules, 

10.3 A minimum of secondary school level of education, at least two (2) years membership in SDP and at least bronze membership of the party shall be required for a member to be eligible for nomination and election as a national official of the party.
10.4 Election of officials shall be conducted in such a manner that ensures that no gender has more than 2/3 of the officials.
10.5 No elected national official of the Party shall at the same time hold an office in any Party Branch. 
10.6 Any official may be suspended or dismissed for gross misconduct by resolution of two-thirds of all voting members of the National Executive Council. Such suspension or dismissal shall be subject to review or approval by the next National Congress and vacancies thus otherwise caused shall be filled by person(s) elected at the National Congress approving the dismissal.
10.7 The National officers may be paid allowances (if any).

Article 11: Duties and Powers of the National Officials

11.1 Party President

a) The Party President shall be the head and leader of the Party with overall executive responsibility and authority and shall also be its chief directing officer, spokesperson on major policy issues and principal public representative. He or she shall be nominated as the presidential candidate for the Party. The Party President shall:

b) Convene and preside over all meetings of the Party and its national organs;

c) Provide strategic leadership in order to realize the overall vision and mission of the party;

d) Articulate, protect and promote party policies and ensure order in the party in accordance with the constitution of the party;

e) Establish unity in the party and ensure adherence to party policies by officers, members and Party Parliamentary Caucuses;

f) Ensure that the Party consistently occupies the National Agenda of the day;

g) Be answerable to the National Congress for the general direction of the policy of the party;

h) Remain the custodian of the decisions taken by the Party National Congress and ensure that all organs of the Party implement these decisions and operate within the parameters of the policies set out by the Party National Congress;

i) Present to the Party National Congress a comprehensive statement of the state of the nation and the political situation generally;

j) Authorize expenditure of funds by the Party;

k) Supervise and give directives to all officials at all levels of the Party and may suspend on a reasonable ground for a breach of party’s constitution, rules and regulations, any member of any party organ or national committees pending investigations and disciplinary actions; provided that after such suspension, duly report to the NEC.

l) Appoint or replace the Party Deputy Presidents;

m) Appoint fulltime officers of the party at the party secretariat;

n) Appoint Overseas Party Ambassadors; 

o) Appoint Regional, Branch, Sub-Branch and Ward Coordinators of the Party.


11.2 Party Deputy Presidents

The Party Deputy Presidents shall assist to the Party President; deputize for him or her when necessary and carry out the functions entrusted to him or her by the Party President




11.3 Secretary – General

The Secretary – General shall be the chief administrative officer of the Party. He or she shall:

a) Keep an accurate record of all proceedings of the National Congress, the National Executive Council, and the National Political Bureau;

b) Issue notices of and make effective arrangements for meetings of the National Congress, the National Executive Council and the National Political Bureau, on the directive of the Party President;

c) Convey decisions and instructions of the SDP National Congress and the National Executive Council to the BECs, and see to it that all units of the SDP carry out their duties properly;

d) Render a written annual report on the activities of the Party and such other documents, which may from time to time, be required by the National Executive Council;

e) Be responsible to the Party President for the overall supervision of the Party Secretariat;

f) Perform such functions as the Party President may from time to time assign to him/her.


11.4 Deputy Secretaries – General

a) The Deputy Secretaries – General shall assist the Secretary – General in his/her duties and shall assume such duties in the latter’s absence;

b) They shall perform such functions of the party as may be assigned to them by the Secretary – General.

11.5 National Treasurer:

a) The National Treasurer of the Party shall keep and maintain the accounts of the Party and make such payments as the NPB may approve. He or she shall:

b) Subject to the Standing Orders that may be made by the National Executive Council ensure that all monies received are regularly paid to the party banking account;

c) Produce such books, vouchers and documents as may be required by the National Executive Council and the National Political Bureau;

d) Prepare and present to the National Executive Council at the end of each financial year appropriate accounts of income and expenditure of the Party during the period under review and shall give such assistance to the auditors of the party as they may require;

e) Be responsible to the National Executive Council for all monies passing through his/her hands.

f) She/he shall prepare all cheques and payment vouchers.



11.6 Deputy National Treasurers

a) The Deputy National Treasurers shall assist the National Treasurer in all his/her functions and shall assume such functions in the latter’s absence;

b) They shall perform such other functions as the National Treasurer may from time to time assign to them.


			
11.7 National Organizing Secretary

a) The National Organizing Secretary shall coordinate all activities of the Party
b) And in particular the recruitment of members and the establishment of the Party structures; 
c) He or she shall organize public meetings, seminars, workshops, rallies, campaign programmes and festivities of the Party. 

 
11.8 Deputy National Organizing Secretaries

a) The Deputy National Organizing Secretaries shall assist the National Organizing Secretary in all his/her functions;

b) They shall assume the duties of the National Organizing Secretary in his/her absence.


11.9  National Women Social Democrats Leader

a) The National Women Social Democrats Leader shall be the head of the party National Women’s Social Democrats League responsible for directing and coordinating party policies, programmes and activities on women;
b) He or she shall educate and train women on the party ideals, policies and programmes. 

 
11.10 Deputy National Women Social Democrat Leaders.

a) The Deputy National Women Leaders shall assist the National Women Leader in all her duties and assume such duties in the latter` absence;

b) They shall perform such other functions as may be assigned to them by the National Women Social Democrats Leader.

11.11 National Young Social Democrats Leader  

a) The National Young Social Democrats Leader shall be the head of the Party National Young Social Democrats League responsible for directing and coordinating the party policies, programmes and activities on young people;

b) S/he shall educate and train young people on the party ideals, policies and disciplines.


11.12 Deputy National Young Social Democrats Leaders 

a) The Deputy National Young Social Democrats Leaders shall assist the National Young Social Democrats Leader in all   his/her duties and shall assume such duties in the latter’s absence;

b) They shall perform such other functions as may be assigned to them by the National Young Social Democrats Leader.



11.13 National People with Disabilities Leader

a) The National People with Disabilities Leader shall be the head of the Party National People with Disabilities Council responsible for directing and coordinating party policies, programmes and activities on the people with disabilities;

b) He or she shall educate and train people with disabilities on the party ideals, policies and disciplines.


11.14 Deputy National People with Disabilities Leaders

a) The Deputy National People with Disabilities Leaders shall assist the National People with Disabilities Leader in all his / her duties and shall assume such duties in the   Latter’s absence;

b) They shall perform such other functions as may be assigned to them by the National People with Disabilities Leader.


11.15 National Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader

a) The National Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader shall be the head of the Council of Minorities and Marginalized Group responsible for directing and coordinating party policies, programmes and activities on the Minorities and Marginalized Group.

b) He or she shall educate and train the minorities and marginalized on the Party ideals, policies and disciplines. 

11. 16 Deputy National Minorities and Marginalized Groups Leaders

a) The Deputy National Minorities and Marginalized Groups Leaders shall assist the National Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader in all his/her duties and shall assume such duties in the latter’s absence.

b) They shall perform such other functions as may be assigned to them by the National Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader



 Article 12: General Party Leadership Provisions 

12.1 All Party positions at all levels will be held for five years.

12.2. In nominating or electing persons to the Party or Public offices, the Party shall at all times consider the competence, integrity and honesty of the nominees, social, cultural, geographical and religious diversity of Kenya, and the principle of youth and gender equality and diversity. 

12.3 In Constituting party organs, no one gender shall comprise more than two-thirds (2/3) of the membership. 

12.4 All of offices under this constitution shall comply with the requirement of Chapter six (6) of the Constitution of Kenya, The Public Officers Ethics act, the Leadership and Integrity Act and other relevant provisions of the law governing public Leadership.  

12.5 Nothing in this Constitution, it’s rules, regulations or procedures shall preclude the National Exertive Council acting on its own or through the National Political Bureau from taking or making decisions that it deems proper and fit in the interest of the party. 

12.6 Any Party official will cease to hold office if:

a) Convicted by a court of competent jurisdiction of an offence involving dishonesty, theft, or misuse of public funds, corruption, breach of trust, the manufacture, sales or trafficking of drugs, or other serious offences of public nature and, sentenced to a term of imprisonment exceeding six months, having exhausted the procedure of appeal provided by law.

b) Is or becomes a member or supports any other Political Party or grouping whose purpose and objects are in the opinion of the NEC inconsistent with or are likely to be in conflict with those of the Party without prior authority from NEC.

c) The official is or accepts an office of profit, in the Civil Service of the Republic of Kenya or in the Armed or Police or other disciplined service of the Republic of Kenya or other public offices. 

d) Violates any of the fundamental tenets of the Party, or of the Party’s Oath of Allegiance.

e) Is or becomes insane, bankrupt, or is, in the opinion of two-thirds of NEC, found unfit to be a Party official.

12.7 The National Executive Council may by a majority vote suspend any party official who is being investigated for misconduct or is facing criminal charges until they are cleared of such accusation or charge


Article 13: National Organs of the Party

There shall be the following organs of SDP at the National level: -

a) The National Congress  
b) The National Executive Council  
c) The National Political Bureau
d) The Shadow Cabinet
e) The National Secretariat 

Article 14: The National Congress 

14.1 The National Congress, shall be the supreme organ of the SDP on all matters.

14.2 The National Congress shall be composed of:

a) Each Member of the National Executive Council
b) All Members of the Branch Executive Council; 
c) All Party Members of Parliament or, if Parliament is dissolved, all those persons who were Party Members of Parliament immediately before dissolution;
d) All Party Governors, Deputy Governors and County Assembly Members or, if County Governments have been dissolved, those persons who were Party Governors, Deputy Governors and County Assembly Members immediately before dissolution;
e) National Leadership of the National Women Socials Democrats League, the National Young Socials Democrats League, The National Council of People with Disabilities and The Council of Minorities and Marginalized Group;
f) Two delegates of opposite gender from each of the Affiliate Organizations of SDP; 
g) All National Elections Board Members;
h) All Elections Appeal Board Members;
i) All Members of Board of Trustees
j) The President of the Republic and the Deputy President if they are members of the Party;
k) The Party’s Presidential and Deputy Presidential Candidates in an election year where they are members of the Party;
l) Past Presidents and Deputy Presidents of the Republic who are members of the party;
m) The Party Founding Members;
n)  Representatives of each Diaspora Branch of the Party including Young Social Democrats Leader and Women Social Democrat Leader;
o) Every Party Parliamentary and Gubernatorial Candidates in an election year. 

14. 3 Categories (g), (h), ij), (k) and (o) shall have no voting powers.

14.4 The following may attend the National Congress as observers and shall have no voting powers:
       a) The President of the Republic and the Deputy President who are not members of the Party but have been elected with the support of the Party
       b) A person who is not a member of the Party but has been endorsed by the Party as a Presidential Candidate and Deputy Presidential Candidate in an election year
       c) other observers determined by the National Executive Council.        
14.5 The National Executive Council may invite individuals, who have made a special contribution to the Party and the struggle for the ideals which the SDP stands for, or who have special skills or experience, to attend the SDP National Congress as non-voting members.

14.6 Decisions of the National Congress shall be by consensus and if there is no consensus by voting through secret ballot or any other democratic method agreed on by the majority of delegates.

14.7 The National Congress shall be convened at least once in every two years. Notice of the     date of the meeting of the National Congress shall be given at least three months in advance.

14.8 The quorum of the National Congress shall be one-third the number of all those entitled to attend.

Article 15: Duties and Powers of the National Congress

15.1 The National Congress shall be responsible for formulating the general policy of SDP and shall superintend the activities of SDP. To this end it may form committees or commissions as it may deem fit. It shall:

a) Elect the National officials of the Party it is required to elect.
b) Receive and discuss the reports of the National Executive Council, which shall include the Presidential Address, the Secretary General’s Report, which shall include a report on the work and activities of the Party Women Social Democrats League, Young Social Democrats League, and the National Treasurer’s Report.
c) Have the right and power to review, confirm, amend, repudiate or revoke any decision made by any other organ, constituent bodies, units or officials of the Party.
d) Have the power to expel any member or any affiliate organization from the Party. To this end it may make regulations governing expulsion.
e) Subject to Article 53 have the power to amend this constitution by two-thirds majority of those entitled to vote.

15.2 The National Congress may, without prejudice to its own power to exercise the same functions, delegate any of its functions to any other organ of the Party.

Article 16: Special National Congress

16.1 A Special Congress may be convened by the President of the Party or the National Executive Council or at the request of a majority of the Branches for a stated purpose or purposes.
16.2 Not less than one month’s notice of such Congress shall be given in respect of a Special National Congress.
16.3 The quorum of the Special National Congress shall be one-third the number of all those entitled to attend.

Article 17: National Executive Council	

17.1 There shall be a National Executive Council (NEC) of the SDP.

17.2 The National Executive Council (NEC) shall be the chief executive organ of the SDP. It shall manage the Party and implement its policies on behalf of the NC and subject to the provisions of this Constitution.

17.3 The composition of the NEC shall be as follows:

a) All National officials of the Party
b) Regional Political Bureau Chairpersons; 
c) Members of the Shadow Cabinet of SDP appointed by the Party President;
d) Leader of Party National Assembly Caucus;
e) Leader of Party Senate Caucus;
f) Chairperson of Party Governors Caucus;
g) Leader of Party National County Assemblies Caucus;
h) The Party Parliamentary Whips;
i) The Original Party Founding Members;
j) Chairperson and Secretary of Board of Trustees;
k) The Regional Bureau Coordinators;
l) A representative of each of the affiliate organizations;
m) The President of the Republic if he/she is a member of the Party;
n) The Deputy President of the public if that person is a member of the Party;
o) The Presidential Candidate if that person is a member of the Party;
p) The Deputy Presidential Candidate if that person is a member of the Party; and
q) The Executive Director.

 Categories (c), (j), (k), (m), (n), (o), (p) and (q) shall have no vote

17.4 A minimum of Secondary Level of Education, at least two (2) years of continuous membership in the SDP and at least Bronze party membership shall be required for a member to be eligible for membership of the National Executive Council. 

17.4 Without prejudice to the generality to its powers, the NEC shall:

a) Carry out the decisions and instructions of the NC;
b) Issue and send directives and instructions to and receive reports from the Branches;
c) Supervise and direct the work of the SDP and all its organs, including National, Branch and County Party Caucuses;
d) Ensure that the Branch and Sub-Branch structures of the SDP function democratically and effectively;
e) Suspend or dissolve a Branch or Sub-Branch where grounds for doing so exists; and call for a new election within three months; provided that the suspension may not last for more than three months;
f) Oversee the work of the SDP Women Social Democrats League, the Young Social Democrats League, the Council of People with Disabilities and the Council of Minorities and Marginalized Group;
g) Establish departments and set up committees as it considers appropriate;
h) Manage and control the national and international property and assets of the Party;
i) Receive reports, supervise the work of and delegate such functions to the NPB, as it may consider necessary;
j) Issue documents and other policy directives as and when it deems fit;
k) Confer such honours as it may deem appropriate;
l) Draw up regulations for the procedures to be followed in selection of Party candidates;
m) Consider names of candidates for Presidential, Gubernatorial and Parliamentary Election;
n) Consider the annual estimates of income and expenditure for the previous year and the report of the auditors thereof;
o) Consider the estimates of expenditure for the current year;
p) Consider the general report submitted to it by the Secretary-General of the Party;
q) Consider reports submitted to it annually by all the organizations affiliated to the Party;
r) Draw up a programme of activities of the Party in pursuance of the decisions of the National Congress;
s) Consider such matters as are required to be submitted for consideration by the National Congress;

t) Maintain watch over the activities of members of the Party and where satisfied that a member is clearly conducting himself or herself in a manner inconsistent with his/her membership of the Party to report such member to the National Congress.

17.5 The National Executive Committee may appoint such Committee or Committees as it may deem necessary for the better exercise of its functions.
17.6 The NEC shall have the power to co-opt not more than (5) additional members at any time during its term of office in order to provide for a balanced representation that reflects the true character of the Kenyan people.
17.7 Should a vacancy occur on the NEC for any reason, the NEC shall have power to fill the vacancy by appointing a replacement
17.8 A person shall have been a paid-up member of the SDP for at least two years before she or he can be nominated to the NEC of the Party.
17.9 The NEC shall meet in ordinary session at least once every three months. It shall meet in extraordinary session if summoned by the Party President or at the request of at least one third of its members.
17.10 Meetings of the NEC shall ordinarily be held in Nairobi: provided that the NPB may direct the holding of a meeting in a place other than Nairobi.
17.11 Notice of the date and place of meeting shall be given by the Secretary-General at least two weeks in advance.
17.12 All meetings of the NEC shall be presided over by the President of the Party or in his/her absence by the Deputy President of the Party designated by the Party President or in their absence by any other person elected by the NEC for the purpose.

17.13 The quorum for meetings of the NEC shall be one-third of its total membership.

17.14 Voting at all meetings shall be by simple majority of those present and voting.



Article 18: The National Political Bureau

18.1 There shall be a National Political Bureau (NPB) of the Party. Its composition shall be as follows: -
a) The Party President;
b) The Deputy Presidents
c) The Secretary-General;
d) The National Treasurer;
e) The National Organizing Secretary;
f) The National Women Social Democrats Leader;
g) The National Young Social Democrat Leader;
h) The National People with Disabilities Leader;
i) The National Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader;
j) Leader of the National Assembly Caucus;
k) Leader of the Senate Caucus;
l) Party National Assembly Whip
m) Party Senate Whip
n) Chairperson of the Governors Caucus;
o) Leader of the National Party County Assemblies Caucus
p) The Original Party Founding Members
q) The Executive Director.

Category (q), shall have no vote
18.2 The National Political Bureau shall be the organ responsible for policy formulation and direction in the period between National Executive Council.

18.3 It shall be the steering committee of the National Executive Council, directing the political and programmatic agenda of the party.

18.4 It may establish such specialized departments at the headquarters as may be necessary for the better fulfilment of the aims and objects of the Party.

18.5 It shall receive applications, shortlist, interview/vet and approve party nominees to party list and for non-competitive nominations. 

18.6 It may raise levy for special purposes.

18.7 It shall meet at least once a month.

18.8 Its quorum shall be at least one-third its members, one of whom must be the Party President or either of the Deputy Presidents.


Article 19: The Shadow Cabinet

19.1 The Party President shall appoint, a Party Shadow Cabinet to handle various ministerial portfolios of governance. It shall shadow the Cabinet of the Republic of Kenya in case SDP is not the ruling Party. Its compositions shall be as follows: -

a) The Party President;
b) The Deputy Party Presidents;
c) The Party Attorney-General; 
d) Not more than twenty-two Cabinet Ministers; and,
e) Secretary to the Cabinet
 
19.2 The Party Deputy Presidents shall be assigned ministerial portfolios. 

19.3 The Cabinet members are accountable individually and collectively to the Party President.

19.4A Party Cabinet Minister shall not be a Party Member of Parliament, County Assembly, Governor or Deputy Governor.   

19.5 The Party President may re-assign or dismiss Party Cabinet Minister.  
19.6 The Party Attorney-General shall be principal legal advisor to the Party President and shall represent the President and the Party in Court and in any other legal proceedings to which the Party or the Party President is party to. 

19.7 The cabinet shall meet at all times and places appointed for the same by the Party President.
19.8 The President of the Party shall preside over all meetings of the Party Cabinet.
19. 9 The Party Cabinet Members shall be ex-officio members of the National Executive Council.

19.10 The remunerations and other conditions of service of the Party Cabinet shall be determined by the National Executive Council.  


Article 20: The National Secretariat

20.1 There shall be a National Secretariat (NS) at the Party headquarter which shall be the equivalent of the Civil Service of the Party with employees who shall be guided by the Party Service Code. The Secretariat, Human Resource, Financial and Administrative Policies and Procedures, shall be reviewed and reported upon by the Party officials concerned, every 5 years. The Secretariat will report to the NPB and the NEC through the Secretary-General. 

20.2 The National Secretariat shall be composed of an Executive Director, Deputy Executive Directors, Departmental Directors and other staff appointed by the Party President according to the Party Rules and Procedures. Its powers and duties shall be:

a) Management of Party operations and logistics;
b) Implementation of the decisions of the party organs, committees and/or commissions
c) Disseminating information to all Party organs and soliciting and receiving feedback from them;
d) Enhancing the capacity of the Party for competitive politics;
e) Providing administrative and secretarial services to the NC and NEC or NPB;
f) Co-ordination and facilitation of the activities of all organs of the Party;
g) Public relations, communication and media outreach;
h) Fundraising and resource mobilization
i) Campaign strategies;
j) Party policy and research;
k) County and Regional Coordination; 
l) Liaison with Party structures at all levels;
m) Initiating and maintaining a National Register of Members;
n) Processing of clearance of candidates seeking to be nominated as the Party Candidates. 
o) Maintain communication with Branches and Sub-Branches;  
p) Carry out such other functions as may be assigned by the Party President and /or the NPB

20.3 All the Party Secretariat employees shall be employed on a three (3) years contract term renewable upon application and approval by the Party President.  

20.4 The employees shall be bound by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations of the Party and the decision of the National Executive Council and other Party organs. A person who is the employee of the Party shall be deemed to be a member of the Party.

20.5 No employee of the Party shall seek nomination to enable him/her contest any election unless he/she resigns his/her appointment with a notice of not less than three months to the date of elections.

20.6 The remuneration and other conditions of service of the Party Secretariat employees shall be determined by the recommendation of the NPB.

20.7 The Executive Director shall be ex-officio member of all decision-making organs of the Party.

20.8 The Party will open offices at the Party Regions, Branches, Sub-Branches and Wards that will be manned by a Coordinator, assisted by Deputy Coordinator and other necessary staff. 


Article 21: The Women Social Democrats League 

21.1 There shall be SDP Women Social Democrats League (WSDL) to which all Party women shall belong.

21.2 The objectives of the Women’s League shall be to defend and advance the rights of women, both inside and outside the SDP, against all forms of political, economic, social and gender oppression and discrimination; and to ensure that Women play a full role in the life of the Party, and in National life.

21.3 The Women’s League shall function as an autonomous body within the overall structure of the SDP, of which it will be an integral part.

21.4 It may make rules, regulations and policies governing its modus operandi, provided that such rules shall require to be approved in advance by the National Executive Council.

21.5 There shall be the SDP Women Social Democrats League (WSDL) at the National, Branch, sub-Branch, Ward and Cell level, consisting of a Leader and two Deputy Leaders.  

21.6. The Women Social Democrats Leader and Deputy Leaders at the National, Branch, Sub-Branch, Ward and Cell shall be elected simultaneously and in the same manner as their counterpart Party Officials. They shall hold office for a term of 5 years, and shall be eligible for re-election upon expiry of their term, subject to a maximum of two consecutive terms.

21.7 Application for membership shall be made in writing to the Women Social Democrats League, through the nearest party office. 

21.8 The Leadership of the National Women Social Democrats League shall consist of the following. 
a) The National Women Social Democrats Leader,    
b) The Two (2) Deputy National Women Social Democrats Leaders,    
c) The Ten (10) Regional Women Social Democrats Leaders.    
d) The Deputy Regional Women Social Democrats Leaders 
e) Ten (10) Women Social Democrats League members nominated by the Party President.                                                                                                                                   


Article 22: The Young Social Democrats League

22.1 There shall be SDP Young Social Democrats League (YSDL), open to all persons between the ages of 15 and 35. 

22.2 Its objectives will be to unite and lead young men and women in confronting and dealing with the problems that face the Kenyan young people, and ensuring that the youth Kenyan make a full and rich contribution to the work of the SDP and the life of the nation.

22.3 The Young Social Democrats League will function as an autonomous body within the overall structure of the SDP. It may make rules, regulations and policies governing its modus operandi, provided that such rules shall require to be approved in advance by the National Executive Council.

22.4 There shall be the SDP Young Social Democrats League (YSDL) at the National, Branch, sub-Branch, Ward and Cell level, consisting of a Leader and two Deputy Leaders of opposite Gender.  

22.5 The Young Social Democrats League Leader and Deputy Leaders at the National, Branch, Sub-Branch, Ward and Cell shall be elected simultaneously and in the same manner as their counterpart Party Officials. The officials shall hold office for a term of 5 years, and are eligible for re-election upon expiry of their term, subject to a maximum of two consecutive terms.

22.6 Application for membership shall be made in writing to the Cell/Polling Station Young Social Democrats League through nearest Party office.

22.7 Members of the SDP Young Social Democrats League over the age of 18 shall be expected to participate fully in the general political life of the SDP.

22.8 The Leadership of the National Young Social Democrats League shall consist of the following. 
a) The National Young Social Democrats Leader,    
b) The Two (2) Deputy National Young Social Democrats Leaders,    
c) The Ten (10) Regional Young Social Democrats Leaders.    
d) The Deputy Regional Young Social Democrats Leaders 	
e) Ten (10) Young Social Democrats League members nominated by the Party President of whom 5 shall be male and 5 female.


Article 23: The People with Disabilities Council 

23.1 There shall be SDP People with Disabilities Council (PwDC) to which all Party Members with disabilities shall belong. It will operate at the National, Branch, Sub-Branch, Ward and Cell levels.

23.2 The objectives of People with Disabilities Council shall be to defend and advance the rights of people with disabilities, both inside the SDP, against all forms of discrimination; and to ensure that people with disabilities play a full role in the life of the Party, and in national life.

23.3 It shall elect a Leader who shall be its Chairperson and two (2) Deputy Leaders of opposite gender from among its membership at all the Party levels.    

23.4 The Leadership of the National People with Disabilities Council 
[bookmark: _Hlk176539182]a) The National People’s with Disabilities Leader,    
b) The Two (2) Deputy National People’s with Disabilities Leaders,    
c) The Ten (10) Regional People with Disabilities Leaders.    
d) The Deputy Regional People with Disabilities Leaders. 
e) Ten (10) People with Disabilities Council members nominated by the Party President, of whom five (5) shall be male and (5) shall be female.                                                                                                                                  


Article 24: The Council of Minorities and Marginalized Group

24.1 There shall be SDP Council of Minorities and Marginalized Group (CMMG), open to Minorities and Marginalized Groups who are members of the Party.

24.2 It shall have basic structures as those of the Party namely National, Regional, Branch, Sub-Branch, Ward and Cell organ.

24.3 Its objectives shall be to promote effective participation of the minorities and marginalized in the life of the Party and political processes. 

24.4 It shall at all Party levels from among its membership elect a Leader who shall be its Chairperson and two (2) Deputy Leaders of opposite gender.       

24.5 The Leadership of the National Council of Minorities and Marginalized (CMMG)
 
a) The National Council of Minorities and Marginalized Leader;    
b) The Two (2) Deputy National Minorities and Marginalized Group Leaders;    
c) The Ten (10) Regional Minorities and Marginalized Group Leaders;    
d) The Deputy Regional Minorities and Marginalized Group Leaders; 
e) The Eight (8) Minorities and Marginalized People Nominated by the Party President, of whom four (4) shall be male and (4) female.                                                                                                                                  
                            

Article 25: The National Assembly Caucus

25.1. The Party National Assembly Caucus shall consist of all elected and nominated members of the National Assembly including those nominated to the East African Legislative Assembly or such other regional, Continental Legislative bodies as may exist.

25.2 There shall be Party National Assembly Leader, Chief Whip, Deputy Chief Whip and Secretary who will be elected by the Party National Assembly Members at the beginning of each new Parliament.

25.3 The Party President shall within (30) days of the declaration of results of a general election convene a meeting of the Social Democratic Party of Kenya members of the National Assembly Caucus to elect its leadership.

25.4 The Party President or the Deputy Party President shall be the automatic National Assembly Parliamentary Party Leader if elected or nominated to National Assembly.

25.5 The Assembly Caucus shall formulate the rules and procedure for its meetings and shall meet at least once every two weeks or as often as circumstances may demand.

25.6 The National Assembly Caucus shall submit periodic reports of its Assembly activities and programs to the National Political Bureau.

25.7 A member of the National Assembly shall not oppose party positions and policy in Parliament.

25.8 A member of the National Assembly who opposes party positions will be liable to disciplinary action.

25.9 The Party President shall preside over meetings of the National Assembly Parliamentary Caucus


Article 26: The Party Senate Caucus

26.1 The Party Senate Caucus shall be comprised of all elected and nominated members of the Senate.

26.2 There shall be Party Senate Caucus Leader, Chief Whip, Deputy Chief Whip and Secretary who will be elected by the Party Senate Members at the beginning of each new Senate. 

26.3 The Party President or the Deputy Party President shall be the automatic Senate Parliamentary Party Leader if elected or nominated to the Senate

26.4 The Party President shall within thirty (30) Days of the declaration of results of a general election convene first meeting of Social Democratic Party of Kenya Senate Parliamentary Group to elect its leadership.

26.5 The Senate Caucus shall formulate the rules of procedure for its meetings and shall meet at least once every two weeks or as often as circumstances may demand.

26.6 The Party Senate Caucus shall submit periodic reports of its Senate activities and programs to the National Political Bureau.

26.7 A member of the Senate shall not oppose party positions and policy in parliament.

26.8 A member of the Senate who opposes party positions shall be liable to disciplinary action.

26.9 The Party President shall preside over meetings of the Senate Caucus.

Article 27: The Party Governors Caucus

27.1 There shall be a caucus of Governors and Deputy Governors elected on the Party ticket to be known as Governors Caucus which shall meet at least once every year.

27.2 It shall have Groups at each Party Region.
27.3 There shall be Party Governors Caucus Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Secretary who will be elected by the Party Governors.

27.4 The Party President or the Deputy Party President shall be the automatic Governors’ Caucus Chairperson if elected or nominated as a Governor.

27.5 The Party President shall convene the first Governors’ Caucus 


Article 28: The Party County Assemblies Caucuses

28.1 National County Assemblies Caucus

There shall be a National Caucus of the County Assemblies comprising of all the Party County Assembly Speakers, Deputy Speakers and members of County Assemblies.
 
a. The Party President in consultation with the Branch/County Executive Council shall within thirty (30) days of the declaration of results of a general election convene a meeting of the Party National County Assemblies Caucus at a place specified in the notice of the meeting at which the agenda shall be the election of National County Assembly Caucus Leader, Deputy Leader and Secretary. Provided that if the Party President or the Deputy Party President is elected or nominated as a member of any of the County Assemblies, he or she shall automatically become the Leader of the National County Assemblies Caucus. 

b. The Party National Assemblies Caucus shall meet at least once every year.

c. The Caucus shall review and consolidate the party positions and strengths in their respective County Assemblies


28.2 County Assembly Caucuses

There shall be a County Assembly Caucus in each County of the Speaker, Deputy Speaker, and other Party Members of the County Assembly. 

d. The County/Branch Chairperson in consultation with the County/Branch Executive Council shall within (30) days of the declaration the general election convenes a meeting of the Caucus at a place specified in the Notice of the meeting at which the agenda shall be the election of the Leader of the Caucus and the Party Whip. Provided that if the Party President or the Deputy Party President is elected or nominated as a member of the County Assembly, he or she shall automatically become the Leader of the County Assembly Caucus. 

a. The Caucus shall articulate and communicate the Party position on policy matters, election of members to various positions in the County Assembly or any other issue affecting the County Assembly.

b. The members shall in the discharge of their mandate as members of the County Assembly uphold party positions and endeavor at all times to advance the Party position, values, objectives and ideologies. 

c. The Party President and or the Secretary-General shall be entitled to attend and address any County Assembly Caucus and to articulate at such meetings the Party position in any issues.

d. The County Assembly Caucus shall meet at least twice every year.


Article 29: The Regional Party Bureau

29.1 For the purpose of SDP structures, the country shall be divided into the following Regions: or as otherwise defined by the National Political Bureau, Coast, North Eastern, Upper Eastern, Lower Eastern, Central, North Rift Valley, South Rift Valley, Western, Nyanza, Nairobi City.

29.2 There shall be a Political Bureau at the Regional level which shall oversee the running of the party and liaise with the National Organs of the Party.

29.3 The Regional Political Bureau shall consist of the Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Organizing Secretary, Women Social Democrat Leader, Young Social Democrat Leader, People with Disabilities Leader and Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader from each Party Branch in the Region and in the Case of Nairobi Region, the Party President shall cluster the constituencies to form branches, name the branches and appoint leadership of each branch for the purpose of constituting the Nairobi Region Political Bureau.

29.4 The Party President shall appoint the following Regional Officials from among members of the Regional Political Bureau:

a) Regional Chairperson;
b) Deputy Regional Chairperson;
c) Regional Women Social Democrats Leader;
d) Deputy Regional Women Social Democrats Leader;
e) Regional Young Social Democrats Leader;
f) Deputy Regional Young Social Democrats Leader;
g) Regional People with Disabilities Leader;
h) Deputy Regional People with Disabilities Leader;
i) Regional Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader; and,
j) Deputy Regional Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader.
	
29.5 Regional Coordinator and Deputy Regional Coordinator of opposite gender shall be appointed by the Party President. The Regional Coordinator and Deputy Coordinator shall be the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of the Regional Bureau respectively. The Regional Coordinator shall be the administrative and accounting officer of the Regional Bureau. 






29.6 The Regional Party Bureaus Locations shall be as follows:


REGION                          COUNTY                                           BUREAU LOCATION

Coast                               Mombasa                                             Mombasa Town   
North Eastern                  Garissa                                                 Garissa Town
Upper Eastern                  Embu                                                   Embu Town
Lower Eastern                 Machakos                                             Machakos Town                                           
Central                             Nyeri                                                    Nyeri Town
North Rift                        Uasin Gishu                                         Eldoret Town
South Rift                        Nakuru                                                 Nakuru Town
Western                           Kakamega                                             Kakamega Town
Nyanza                            Kisumu                                                 Kisumu Town
Nairobi                            Nairobi                                                 Nairobi City



Article 30: Branch Organization

30.1 There shall be two types of SDP Branches namely:

(a) Branches within the Country constituted at each County.

(b) Branches outside the country, which shall be known as Diaspora Branches. These Branches shall only be constituted with the approval of the National Executive Council and there should be a minimum of fifty (50) members for a Diaspora Branch to be constituted, provided that there shall be not more than one branch in any city. A branch so formed shall apply to the Party Headquarters for registration and upon approval, be furnished with a Certificate to that effect. Other provisions applying to branches in this Constitution shall apply mutatis mutandis

30.2 (a) There shall be the following officials at the County Branch:

i. The Chairperson
ii. The Deputy Chairperson
iii. The Secretary
iv. The Treasurer
v. The Deputy Treasurer
vi. The Organizing Secretary
vii. The Deputy Organizing Secretary
viii. The Women Social Democrats Leader
ix. The Deputy Women Social Democrats Leader
x. The Young Social Democrats Leader
xi. The Deputy Young Social Democrats Leader
xii. The People with Disabilities Leader
xiii. The Deputy People with Disabilities Leader
xiv. The Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader
xv. The Deputy Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader
xvi. The Coordinator
xvii. The Deputy Coordinator       

(b) The Party President shall appoint a Branch/County Coordinator and Deputy Coordinator of opposite gender.  In addition, the Party President may appoint such other officials as he/she may deem necessary for the better carrying out of the Party activities and functions. 
(c) The Branch officials shall be elected by the Branch Congress. 
(d) The Branch officials may be paid such salary and allowances (if any) as the National Executive Council may determine.

30.3 There shall be the following organs of the SDP at the County Brach level: -

a) Branch Congress (BC)
b) Brach Executive Council (BEC)
c) Branch Management Committee (BMC)


30.3.1 Branch Congress

a) There shall be a Branch Congress for each County Branch of the SDP. Its composition shall be as follows: -

i. The Branch Officials of the Party;
ii. Members of the Branch Executive Council; 
iii. Twelve (12) delegates elected from each Sub-Branch of whom at least (3) shall be women and (3) youth;
iv.  All Members of the Sub-Branch Executive Council;
v. All members of the National Executive Council resident in the Branch;
vi. All Party members of Parliament in the Branch;
vii. All Party Members of County Assembly in the Branch;
viii. Two delegates of opposite gender from each of the affiliate organizations; and,
ix. Six (6) delegates from each of the following Leagues/Councils of the Party in the Branch: 
a) Women Social Democrats League
b) Young Social Democrats League
c) People with Disabilities’ Council
d) Council of Minorities and Marginalized Group                                                                                     

Category (v) shall have no vote
Category (iv) Sub-Branch Coordinators and Deputy Coordinators shall also have no vote.

i. The Branch Congress shall elect the Branch officials of the Party.
ii. It shall be competent to discuss matters of Branch interest and may make recommendations thereon to the National Congress.
iii. It shall consider and adopt the report on the activities of Party within the Branch submitted to it by the Branch Executive Council.
iv. It shall meet in ordinary sessions once every two years and shall do so immediately before the meeting of the National Congress. It shall meet in extraordinary session if so instructed by the National Executive Council.
v. The Branch Chairperson, or in his/her absence the Branch Deputy Chairperson shall preside over meetings of the Congress. In the absence of the Branch Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson, any other person elected for the purpose shall preside over its meetings.
vi. A quorum of its meetings shall be at least one-third the members entitled to attend.

30.3.2 Branch Executive Council

a) There shall be a Branch Executive Council for each Branch of the Party. Its composition shall be as follows: -
i. The Branch officials of the Party;
ii. All Sub-Branch Chairpersons;
iii. All members of the National Executive Council resident in the Branch;
iv. All Party Members of Parliament in that Branch;
v. All Party Members of County Assembly in that Branch;    
vi. The Governor and Deputy Governor if they are Party Members;
vii. Three members nominated by the Party President of whom one must be of either gender. 
viii. Two representatives of opposite gender from each of the affiliate organizations;
ix. Leader of each of the following Party League/Council in the Branch: -
a) Women Social Democrats League
b) Young Social Democrats League
c) People with Disabilities Council
d) Council of Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader 

Category (iv), (v) and (vi) shall be ex-officio members with no voting powers.

b) The Branch Executive Council shall be responsible for the carrying out of the decisions of the National Congress and the National Executive Council as far as that Branch is concerned, and also those of the Branch Congress.
c) It shall be responsible to the Branch Congress.
d) It shall generally supervise and co-ordinate the activities of the Party in the Branch and shall report thereon to the Branch Congress
e) It may appoint such sub-committees as may be necessary for the better carrying out of the policies and activities of the Party in the Branch.
f) It shall meet in ordinary sessions once every three months.
g) The Branch Chairperson, or in his/her absence the Branch Deputy Chairperson shall preside over Council meetings. In the absence of the Branch Chairperson and the Deputy Chairperson any other person elected for the purpose shall preside over its meetings.
h) The quorum of its meeting shall be at least one-third the members entitled to attend.

30.3.3  Branch Management Committee 

a) There shall be a Branch Management Committee for each Party Branch. Its composition shall be as follows: -

i. The Branch Chairperson;
ii. The Deputy Branch Chairperson;
iii. The Branch Treasurer;
iv. The Branch Women Social Democrats Leader; 
v. The Branch Young Social Democrats Leader;
vi. The Branch People with Disabilities Leader;
vii. The Branch Minority and Marginalized Group Leader
viii. The Branch Parliamentary Group Leader;
ix. The Branch County Assembly Caucus Leader; 
x. The Branch Coordinator and Deputy Coordinator.

b) The Branch Management Committee shall be the organ concerned with the supervision of the day-to-day administration of the affairs and activities of the Party in the Branch.
c) It shall meet at least once every two weeks.
d) The Branch Chairperson or in his/her absence the Branch Deputy Chairperson shall preside over the meetings of the Committee. In the absence of the Branch Chairperson and the Branch Deputy Chairperson, the Branch Ambassador shall preside over its meetings.
e) A quorum of its meetings shall be at least one-third its members
   
Article 31: Sub-Branch Organization
 
31.1 The Party Sub-Branch shall be formed at each Parliamentary Constituency.
31.2 Each University, College, Institute and Polytechnic shall constitute a Party Sub-Branch.
31.3 (a) There shall be the following officials at the Party Sub-Branch: -

i. The Chairperson
ii. The Deputy Chairperson
iii. The Secretary;
iv. The Deputy Secretary
v. The Treasurer
vi. The Deputy Treasurer
vii. The Organizing Secretary   
viii. The Deputy Organizing Secretary
ix. The Women Social Democrats Leader
x. The Deputy Women Social Democrats Leader
xi. The Young Social Democrats Leader
xii. The Deputy Young Social Democrats Leader
xiii. The People with Disabilities Leader
xiv. The Deputy People with Special Abilities Leader
xv. The Minority and Marginalized Group Leader
xvi. The Deputy Minority and Marginalized Group Leader
xvii. The Coordinator
xviii. The Deputy Coordinator

b) The Party President shall appoint a Sub-Branch Coordinator and Deputy Coordinator of opposite gender.  In addition, the Party President may appoint such other officials as he/she may deem necessary for the better carrying out of the Party activities and functions. 
c)  The Sub-Branch officials shall be elected by the Sub-Branch Congress. 
d) The Sub-Branch officials may be paid such salary and allowances (if any) as the National Executive Council may determine.

31.4 There shall be the following organs of SDP at the Sub-Branch level; -
i. Sub-Branch Congress 
ii. Sub-Branch Executive Council
iii. Sub-Branch Management Committee                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      


31.3.1 Sub-Branch Congress

a) There shall be a Sub-Branch Congress for each Party Sub-Branch. Its composition shall be as follows: -

i. All Members of the Sub-Branch Executive Council;
ii. Twelve (12) delegates elected by the Sub-Branch Congress of whom (3) shall be Women and (3) youth;
iii. All Members of the Ward Executive Council
iv. The Members of Parliament if s/he is a member of the Party;
v. All Party Members of County Assembly in the Sub-Branch;
vi. Six (6) delegates from each of the following Party Leagues/Councils in the Sub-Branch:
1. Women Social Democrats League
2. Young Social Democrats League
3. People with Disabilities Council
4. Council of Minorities and Marginalized Group
                                    
b) The Sub-Branch Congress shall be competent to discuss matters of Sub-Branch interest and may make recommendations thereon to the Branch Congress or through its delegates to the National Congress.
c) It shall consider and adopt the report on the activities of the Party within the Sub-Branch submitted to by the Sub-Branch Executive Council.
d) It shall elect twelve delegates to the Sub-Branch Executive Council.
e) It shall elect twelve delegates to the National Congress.
f) It shall elect the Sub-Branch Officials of the Party.
g) It shall consider all names of the candidates for Parliamentary election and County Assembly Election with the party Nominations Rules.

31.3.2 Sub-Branch Executive Council

a) There shall be a Sub-Branch Executive Council for each Party Sub-Branch. Its composition shall be as follows:

i. The officials of the Sub-Branch;
ii. The Ward Chairperson;
iii. The Member of Parliament if he is a Party member;
iv. All Party Members of County Assembly in the Sub-Branch;
v. Two representatives of opposite gender from each of the affiliate organizations;
vi. The Leader of each of the following Party Leagues/Councils in the Sub-Branch: -
a. Women Social Democrats League
b. Young Social Democrats League
c. People with Disabilities Council
d. Council of Minorities and Marginalized Group

b) The Sub-Branch Executive Council shall be responsible for the carrying out of the decisions of the National Congress, the National Executive Council, the Presidium and the Branch Congress as far as that Sub-Branch is concerned.

c) It shall generally supervise and coordinate the activities of the Party in the Sub-Branch and
      shall report thereon to the Sub-Branch Congress.

d) It may appoint such sub-committees as may be necessary for the better carrying out of the

policies and activities of the Party in that Sub-Branch.

e) It shall meet in ordinary session every three months. It shall however meet in extra ordinary

session if so, instructed by the National Executive Council.

f) The Sub-Branch Chairperson, or in his/her absence the Sub-Branch Deputy Chairperson shall preside over the Council meetings. In the absence of the Deputy Chairperson any other person elected for the purpose shall preside over its meetings.

g) The quorum of its meetings shall be at least one-third of members entitled to attend

31.3.3 Sub-Branch Management Committee

a) There shall be a Sub-Branch Management Committee for each Party Sub-Branch. Its composition shall be as follows:

i. The Chairperson
ii. The Deputy Chairperson
iii. The Secretary
iv. The Treasurer
v. The Organizing Secretary
vi. The Women Leader
vii. The Youth Leader
viii. The People with Special Abilities Leader
ix. The Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader
x. The Coordinator 
xi. The Deputy Coordinator

b) The Sub-Branch Management Committee shall be the organ concerned with the supervision of the day-to-day administration of the affairs and activities of the Party in the Sub-Branch.
c) It shall meet at least once a month.
d) The Sub-Branch Chairperson, or in his/her absence the Sub-Branch Deputy Chairperson shall preside over the meetings of the Committee. In the absence of the Sub-Branch Chairperson and the Deputy Chairperson, the Sub-Branch Ambassador shall preside over its meetings.
e) A quorum of its meeting shall be at least half the members.	

Article 32: Ward Organization

32.1 The Ward Party shall correspond in area to a County Assembly Ward.

32.2 (a) There shall be the following officials at the Ward Party:

i. The Chairperson
ii. The Deputy- Chairperson
iii. The Secretary
iv. The Deputy Secretary
v. The Treasurer
vi. The Deputy Treasurer
vii. The Organizing Secretary
viii. The Deputy Organizing Secretary
ix. The Women Social Democrats Leader
x. The Deputy Women Social Democrat Leader
xi. The Young Social Democrats Leader
xii. The Deputy Young Social Democrats Leader
xiii. The People with Disabilities Leader
xiv. The Deputy People with Disabilities Leader
xv. The Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader
xvi. The Deputy Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader
xvii. The Coordinator
xviii. The Deputy Coordinator

(b) The Party President shall appoint a Ward Coordinator and Deputy Coordinator of opposite gender.
(c)  The Ward officials shall be elected by the Ward Congress. 

32.3 There shall be the following organs of the party at each Ward Party:

i. Ward Congress
ii. Ward Executive Council
iii. Ward Management Committee

32.3.1 Ward Congress

a) There shall be a Ward Congress (WC) for each Ward. Its composition shall be as follows: -

i. The Ward Executive Council;
ii. All Members of the of the Cell Executive Council;
iii. Member of the County Assembly if s/he is a Party member;
iv. Six (6) delegates from each of the following Party Leagues/Councils in the Ward: -
1. Women Social Democrats League
2. Young Social Democrats League
3. People with Disabilities Council
4. Council of Minorities and Marginalized Group

In categories (i) the Ward Coordinator and Deputy Coordinator shall have no vote.

b) The Annual Ward Congress shall be competent to discuss matters of Ward interest and may make recommendations thereon to the Sub-Branch Congress.
c) It shall consider and adopt the report on the activities of the Party within the Ward submitted to it by the Ward Executive Council.
d) It shall elect twelve delegates to the Ward Executive Council
e) It shall elect twelve delegates to the Sub-Branch Congress 
f) It shall elect the Ward Officials.
g) It may form such sub-committees, as it may deem necessary for the carrying out of the activities of the Party.
h) It shall meet in ordinary session once a year. 
i) The Ward Chairperson, or in his/her absence the Deputy Chairperson shall preside over the meetings of the Congress. In the absence of the Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson any other elected person for the purpose, shall preside over its meetings.
j) Voting at the meeting of the Congress shall be by simple majority. For the purpose of electing the officials, voting shall be by secret ballot.
l)The quorum of the Congress shall be at least one-third of members entitled to attend.


32.3.2 Ward Executive Council

a) There shall be a Ward Executive Council for each Ward Party. Its composition shall be as follows: -

i. The Ward officials;
ii. The Chairperson from each Cell;
iii. The Member of County Assembly if she/he is a Party member;
iv. The Leader of each of the following Party Leagues/Councils in the Ward: -
1. Women Social Democrats League
2. Young Social Democrats League
3. People with Disabilities Council
4. Council of Minorities and Marginalized Group
b) The Ward Executive Council shall be responsible for the carrying out of the decisions of the National Congress, the National Executive Council and the Branch Congress as far as that Ward Party is concerned.

c) It shall generally supervise and co-ordinate the activities of the Party in the Ward and shall report thereon to the Ward Congress.

d) It may appoint such sub-committees as may be necessary for the better carrying out the policies and activities of the Party in that Ward.

e) It shall meet in ordinary sessions once every three months. It shall however meet in extra ordinary session if so instructed by the Sub-Branch Committee.

f) The Ward Chairperson, or in his/her absence the Ward Deputy Chairperson shall preside over the Council meetings. In the absence of the Ward Chairperson and the Deputy Chairperson any other person elected for the purpose shall preside over its meetings.

g) The quorum of its meetings shall be at least one-third the members entitled to attend one whom must be the Ward Coordinator.



32.3.3 Ward Management Committee

a) There shall be a Ward Management Committee for each Ward Party. Its composition shall be as follows: -

i. The Ward Chairperson;
ii. The Ward Secretary;
iii. The Ward Treasurer;
iv. The Ward Deputy Treasurer
v. The Ward Organizing Secretary;
vi. The Ward Women Social Democrats Leader;
vii. The Ward Young Social Democrats Leader;
viii. The Ward People with Disabilities Leader;
ix. The Ward Coordinator
x. The Ward Deputy Coordinator;

b) The Ward Management Committee shall be the organ concerned with the supervision of the day-to-day administration of the affairs and activities of the Party in the Ward.

c) It shall meet at least once a month.

d) The Ward Chairperson, or in his/her absence the Ward Deputy Chairperson shall preside over the meetings of the committee. In the absence of the Ward Chairperson and the Deputy Chairperson, the Ward Ambassador shall preside over its meetings.

e) A quorum of its meetings shall be at least one-third of its members one of who must be the Ward Coordinator.


Article 33: The Cell 

33.1 The Party Cell shall be constituted at each Polling Station.

There shall be in each Cell the following: -

       a)     The Cell Executive Council

b)    The Cell Congress


33.2 There shall be a Cell Executive Council of (28) members as follows: -

i. Chairperson
ii. Deputy Chairperson
iii. Secretary
iv. Deputy Secretary
v. Treasurer
vi. Deputy Treasurer
vii. Organizing Secretary
viii. Deputy Organizing Secretary
ix. Women Social Democrats Leader
x. Deputy Women Social Democrats Leader
xi. Young Social Democrats Leader
xii. Deputy Young Social Democrats Leader
xiii. People with Disabilities Leader
xiv. Deputy People with Disabilities Leader
xv. Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader
xvi. Deputy Minorities and Marginalized Group Leader
xvii. Twelve (12) other Council Members of whom two (3) shall be women and two (3) youth
   Provided that one-third of the Cell Executive Council shall be of either gender.
b. The Cell Council Members shall be elected by all the Party members in the Cell at the Cell Congress.


Article 34: Procedure for Nominating Party Candidates

34.1 Party members shall, through Special Party Congresses have the right to participate in the selection and or endorsement of Candidates for Presidential, Parliamentary and County Government Elections.

34.2 The National Executive Council shall set, Nomination Rules and Procedures for nomination of Party Candidate for each election which shall give effect to clause (34.1) above.

34.3 Endorsement of the Party President as Party Candidate for Presidential Election shall be done at a Special National Congress whenever a Presidential election in the Republic of Kenya is contemplated. The Special National Congress shall be composed of all those entitled to attend the National Congress of SDP. The Secretary-General of SDP shall, in consultation and with the Party President fix the date of the Congress. The sole function of the Congress shall be to endorse the Party President as a Presidential Candidate for the Party.

34.4 Nomination of Party Candidate for Gubernatorial, Senatorial and County Woman Member of National Assembly shall be done in each Party Branch (County) at a Special Branch Congress. The Special Branch Congress shall be composed of all those entitled to attend the Branch Congress. The sole function of the Congress shall be to Nominate Party Candidates for Gubernatorial, Senatorial and County Woman Member of National Assembly.

34. 5 Nomination of the Party Candidates for National Assembly Election shall be done in each Party Sub-Branch/Constituency at a Special Sub-Branch Congress. The Special Sub-Branch Congress shall be composed of all those entitled to attend the Sub-Branch Congress. The sole function of the Congress shall be to Nominate Party Candidate for Constituency Member of National Assembly. 

34.6 Nomination of the Party Candidates for County Assembly Elections shall be done in each Ward at a Special Ward Congress. The Special Ward Congress shall be composed of all those entitled to attend the Ward Congress. The sole function of the Congress shall be to Nominate Party Candidate for Member of County Assembly.

34.7 The National Elections Board will receive applications made by the members for nomination to contest elective posts.


34.8 The National Elections Board shall co-operate with each Branch, Sub-Branch and Ward in selecting Party Candidates for Gubernatorial, Parliamentary County Assembly elections. It shall have the power to: -

a) Consider names of candidates for Gubernatorial, Parliamentary and County Assembly election;

b) Decide the timing of the programme for the selection procedure

c) Be represented at the selection meeting to ensure that it is properly conducted;

d) Endorse or reject the candidates chosen after the selection meeting;

e) To order if necessary, a further selection meeting.

34.9 Where only one person is nominated/endorsed without opposition as a candidate for:-

a) President in respect of Presidential Elections;

b) Governor in respect of Gubernatorial Elections;

c) Member of National Assembly in respect of National Assembly Elections;

d) County Woman Member of National Assembly in respect of National Assembly Elections;

e) Senator in respect of Senatorial Election;

f) Member of County Assembly in respect of County Assembly Elections such person shall be declared the Party Candidate and shall duly stand nominated by the Party.


34.10 	Party List Nominations:  

34.10.1 Pursuant to, and in accordance with the Constitution of Kenya and other relevant Acts of Parliament, the Party shall submit to the Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission Party lists containing:

a) Twelve (12) persons for consideration as nominated Members of the Senate
b) Sixteen (16) Women for consideration as nominated Members of the Senate.
c) Two (2) members, being one man and one woman for consideration as nominated members of the Senate representing the youth.
d) Two (2) members, being one man and one woman for consideration as nominated members of Senate representing persons with disabilities.

34.10.2 Nominations of members of the Party List shall be by application as prescribed and publicized by NEC in all party branches. 

34.10.3 NPB shall with support from the Branch Executive Councils receive applications, shortlist, interview/vet and recommend nominees to the Party List for Member of County Assembly, Members of the Parliament to NEC for approval, prioritization, and presentation to IEBC within the prescribed timelines. 

34.10.4 In addition to meeting eligibility criteria set out in these rules; Party List Candidates must meet the following criteria: - 
a) Exemplary service to the Party 
b) Demonstrable commitment towards achieving the aims and objectives of the Party
c) Minimum Membership period of six (6) months

34.10.5 Qualifications, Disqualifications and nomination fees prescribed for applicants for party tickets for Members of Parliament & Members of County Assembly shall apply for nominees of the Party List.  

34.10.6 The Party lists shall alternate between male and female candidates in the priority in which they are listed and shall reflect the regional and ethnic diversity of the people of Kenya. 

34.10.7 Persons who are nominated to the respective Party lists shall be persons who meet the requirements of any written law to be elected to parliament and county assemblies respectively.  


Article 35: National Elections Board 

35.1 The SDP shall establish an independent National Elections Board (NEB) Board comprising of nine (9)   respected and knowledgeable persons of high integrity who do not hold any elective party position. At least one third (1/3) shall be of either gender including at least (1) one youth and (1) one person with disability.  The Board members shall be appointed by the Party President on the recommendation of the National Executive Council. The Board Members shall be persons who are Kenyan citizens over the age of eighteen (18) years. 

35.2 The Board shall be composed of a Chairperson, a Secretary and (7) members.

35.3 The members of the National Elections Board shall be members of the party of good standing. They shall serve for a term of five (5) years and shall be eligible for reappointment. 

35.4 The Board Secretary shall have no voting powers.

35.4 The quorum of the Board meeting shall be at least 5 members.

35.5 The Board’s mandate: - 

a) Presenting to the SDP National Executive Council names of successful applicants for    nomination as Presidential, Gubernatorial, Parliamentary and County Assembly candidates.

b) Design all relevant forms required for Nomination process.

c) Take all necessary measures to ensure that the SDP nominations are transparent, free and fair and the choice of SDP candidates truly reflect the will of SDP members.

d) Implement and oversee the operation of the SDP Nomination Rules in liaison with the National Executive Council.

e) Plan, organize, coordinate and supervise Party Nominations for Presidential, Gubernatorial, National Assembly, Senatorial and County Assembly candidates.

f) Establish Branch Nomination Panels (BNPs), make rules and regulations to govern their operation in each Branch in consultation with the NEC


Elections Appeals Board

g) There shall be an Elections Appeals Board comprising five (5) respected and knowledgeable persons of integrity two of whom shall be Advocates of the High Court of Kenya, one third (1/3 of each gender and one representatives of the special interest group.

h) Members of the National Appeals Board shall be appointed by the NEC, six (6) months prior to the date of elections. The Chairperson and Secretary of the Board shall be appointed by the National Executive Council

i) The Elections Appeals Board shall hear and determine Appeals timeously arising from Party nominations and elections. Decisions of the Appeals Board shall be final unless challenged through a judicial process.

j) The quorum of the Board Meeting shall be at least 3 members.

     
Article 36: Standing or Specialized Commissions or Committees

Subject to ratification by the National Congress, the NEC may establish Standing or Ad Hoc Commissions or Committees to deal with Finance, Policy, Parliamentary or any other matter relevant to the Party.  


Article 37: Board of Trustees

37.1  There shall be a Board of Trustees composed of five (9) Trustees, A Chairperson, and seven (7) other Trustees, to be appointed by the Party President and the National Executive Council with the approval of the National Congress. A person shall only qualify to be appoint Trustee if they are fully paid-up members and have been members of the party for a period of at least (2) two years. 
37.2  The Trustees shall be appointed for a period of five (5) years and shall be eligible for reappointment. 
37.3  There shall be a Trust Deed, where all land, buildings, immovable properties, movable properties, assets, investments and other securities that may be acquired by the Party shall be vested in the name of the Trustees. 
37.4  Subject to any regulations made by the NEC the Trustees shall have power to: sell, purchase and/or transfer any immovable properties of the party, formulate and implement sound investment policies, engage in commercial activities to build party assets and capital base, cause monies belonging to the party to be invested in bonds, shares and securities or other forms of investments as deemed fit. 
37.5  The Trustees shall pay all income received from the properties vested in the Trustees to the National Treasurer.  Any expenditure in respect of such property invested of securities which in their judgement is deemed prudent shall be reported to the National Executive Council, which may authorize expenditure of such moneys as it thinks fit. 
37.6  A Trustee shall unless s/he dies, resigns, vacate office in accordance with this constitution, becomes bankrupt or is removed by the National Congress, hold office until the conclusion of his/her term of office
37.7  The Board of Trustees shall meet at least thrice a year and in the absence of the Chairperson, the Trustees present should select one among them to preside The Quorum necessary to transact business by the Trustees shall be three (3) Trustees personally present. 
37.8  A Trustee may be removed from office on the following grounds: 

a) Voluntary Resignation in writing addressed to the Party President 
b) Bankruptcy
c) Insanity 
d) If a motion calling for his/her removal for gross misconduct is passed by two thirds of the National Executive Council and approved by the National Congress 
e) In filling vacancies thus caused, the provision for appointment of a Trustee shall apply mutatis mutandis


Article 38: Funds

38.1 The sources of funds of the Party shall include the following: -

a) Membership subscription dues;
b) Fundraising & Contributions
c) Grants, subventions, contracts, donations and legacies accepted by the NEC, or other authorized party officials on behalf of the Party;
d) Net income from publications; 
e) Revenue from capital investments;
f) Such funds as may be received from the Government under an Act of Parliament or other legislation; and,
g) Any other source permissible under the laws of Kenya and this Constitution.  

38.2 The Party through the NEC may borrow funds from any source it deems appropriate for the purpose of promoting the Party’s aims and objects and carry out the party programmes. 

38.3 The NEC shall establish rules governing the collection, management and expenditure of funds.

38.4 The National Treasurer shall prepare a functional report annually and cause the same to be audited in line with the Political Parties Act. 

38.5 The Party Funds shall not be distributed to the members of the party or utilized for any other purposes other than in accordance with enhancement of the Party’s objectives set out in this Constitution and as required by law. 

38.6 The Party officials and bodies created by it may not incur expenditure in excess of the funds at their disposal.

38.7 The Party shall operate Account(s) according to modalities identified by the National Executive Council. The signatories to the bank accounts shall be The Party President, Secretary General, National Treasurer and the Deputy Secretaries Generals. The mandatory signatories shall be the Party President and the National Treasurer signing with any other one signatory.  
 
38.8 The Party shall have a Resource Mobilization Committee (RMC) that will be responsible for mobilizing resources, locally and in the Diaspora. A foreign Currency account shall be opened and maintained by authority from the Party President. 

38.9 Political Parties’ Fund and all other funds duly allocated or donated to the Party shall only be used for purposed prescribed in the Political Parties Act and shall not be distributed to members of any other unauthorized persons, organs, or entities. 

38.10 The National Treasurer shall be the Party’s Accounting officer. 

38.11 The financial year of the SDP shall be the period of twelve months commencing on the 1st of July each year to 30th June of the following year.


Article 39: Auditors

39.1 The Party shall appoint or re-appoint an auditor at the National Executive Council. All Party accounts, records and documents shall be open to inspection by auditor at any time. 
39.2 The National Treasurer shall provide and submit an audited account made up to a date which shall be not less than four weeks and not more than two months before the date of the National Congress and to the Government in accordance with the National Legislation on Political Parties.
39.3 The Auditor shall be paid such honorarium for his/her duties as may be determined by the National Executive Council and approved by the National Congress.
39.4 The Auditor shall not be an officer or a member of any Council, Committee or decision-making organ of the Party. 



Article 40: Inspection of Accounts and List of Members

40.1 Party accounts and register of members shall be available for inspection by any officer of Government empowered to do so under any written law.

40.2 The books of accounts and all documents relating thereto and the register of members of the Party shall be available for inspection at the registered office of the Party by any officer or member of the Party or the public giving not less than 14 days’ notice in writing and advance payment of the necessary prescribed fee.

Article 41: Party Discipline

41.1 Any member or official of any organ of the Party must adhere to Party Disciplinary Code.

41.2 The Party Disciplinary Code prohibits Party members or officials to:

a) Get involved in violence as a means of promoting their individual or Party position on any political matter; they shall not misrepresent to Party members or Party Organs. Any such misrepresentations will attract disciplinary proceedings in accordance with this Constitution.
b) Tamper with Party records, documents or accounts.
c) Vie in an election for County Government or National Government elections or act as the election agent or canvasser of a person vying for such election in opposition to a candidate of the SDP duly endorsed.
d) Joins or supports a political organization or party other than the SDP or a party in coalition or alliance with the SDP.
e) Prejudices the integrity or repute of the Party, its personnel or its operational capacity by impeding the activities of the Party or creating division within its ranks and membership.
f) Fails to pay their subscriptions for more than three years.
g) Misappropriates the funds of the Party or destroys its properties.
h) Abuses elected or employed office in the Party or in Government to obtain any direct or indirect undue advantage or enrichment.
i) Breaches the peace through disorderly behavior.
j) Deliberately disrupts meetings or otherwise interfering with the orderly functioning of the Party.
k) Does or fails to do any other things that undermine the aims or objectives of the SDP or otherwise contravenes the Party’s Rules or regulations made under this Constitution.
41.3 Disciplinary proceedings against a Party member or official shall be confined to violations of the SDP Constitution, Code of Conduct, Rules, or other regulations made pursuant to this Constitution. They shall not be used as a means of stifling debate or denying members their basic democratic rights or to be instituted as a means of solving private problems or as a means of interfering in the private lives of members where the interests of the Party are not directly affected.
41.4 The Penalties for breaching Party Discipline include a warning, reprimand, and payment of fine, suspension and in grave circumstances, expulsion.

41.5 The objective of disciplinary procedure is to ensure that in all disciplinary proceeding:
a) There is a formal procedure.
b) There is a just and fair procedure.
c) A member or official is presumed innocent until proven guilty.
d) A member or official has a chance to defend himself or herself.
e) A member or official has the right to appeal.

41.6 The disciplinary proceedings may be initiated by:

a) Any organ or official of the SDP at the Cell, Ward, Sub-Branch, Branch or National level. However, the NEC may direct that the disciplinary proceedings should take place at a higher level than where a violation or offence was committed.
b) National Disciplinary Committee, which can hear and decide cases referred to it by the SDP National Officials, Cabinet, or the Senate; or cases involving very serious violations or offences on its own initiative.

41.7 A charge shall be made in writing within a reasonable time of the alleged commission of offence. The charge shall disclose as much details pertaining to the offence as possible including the nature of offence; the parts of Party Constitution, Rules or regulations violated, the dates of such violation and the facts of violation.

41.8 Accused persons shall be granted an opportunity to prepare their own defense. 

41.9 Accused persons shall have the right to be informed beforehand of the venue and date of the disciplinary proceedings. He or she shall also be entitled to an interpreter, and shall have the rights to examine and cross-examine any witnesses.

41.10 The decision of the Disciplinary organ shall be in writing and shall be communicated to the accused.

41.11 The accused shall have the right of appeal.

41.12 An Appeal Hearing must be held by the next higher level unless:

a) The Branch Executive Council directs that any appeal from a Sub-Branch Disciplinary Committee appeal should be heard by the Branch Disciplinary Committee. 
b) The NPB directs that any appeal should be heard by a higher level than the next higher level.
c) The National Disciplinary Committee is the final appellate body. However, the NEC may at its discretion review a decision of the National Disciplinary Committee in accordance with standing orders adopted by the NEC.  

41.13 The right of appeal exists within 14 days after the finding of guilt has been communicated to the accused, provided that an appeal may lie outside this time frame if justifiable reasons for appealing out of time are shown in the petition of appeal.

41.14 The basis of appeal shall be spelt out as clearly as possible. The appeal may lie on appoint of fact, law or both; or it may lie in respect of the finding of the disciplinary organ or the penalty given, or both. On appeal, the finding or penalty of the disciplinary organ may be overturned, varied, upheld or enhanced.

41.15 The National Disciplinary Committee may make further standing orders, article, guidelines, procedures and regulations concerning disciplinary matters, including the composition of disciplinary organs at all levels.

41.16 The National Executive Council shall appoint a National Disciplinary Committee (NDC) from among Party membership, which will consist of at least 5 but not more than 9 members. At least a third (1/3) of members of the NDC shall constitute its quorum. Branch and Sub-Branch Committees shall also appoint Disciplinary Committees in consultation with the NEC and will consist of at least 3 but not more than 5 members. 


Article 42: Dispute Resolution

42.1 Subject to Political Parties Act, 2011, its replacement or any other written law, any dispute concerning the interpretation of this Constitution or any dispute concerning any matters relating to Party affairs or the management of the Party shall be adjudicated upon through arbitration. 
42..2 Any member of the Party with an issue shall have the right and freedom to be heard fairly and promptly.
42.3 Any dispute arising between a member and the Party or a member and a member shall be handled under provisions of this Article.
42.4 All conciliatory mechanisms shall aim at restoring order and peace between the warring parties.
42.5 The National Executive Council shall swiftly appoint a committee from within or outside the Party to arbitrate disputes quickly.
42.6 The parties in dispute shall apply to the National Executive Council for permission to if they wish to appoint arbitrators.
42.7 The National Executive Council shall have the power to appoint final committees to arbitrate gridlock in the Party.
42.8 No dispute shall go to the Political Parties Dispute Tribunal unless mechanisms for internal Party arbitration has been exhausted.
42.9 All decisions on conciliation and arbitration made at the Party level shall be registered at the Office of the Registrar of Political Parties.
42.10 For avoidance of doubt, no member shall institute any judicial proceedings unless the member has first invoked and exhausted the internal arbitration mechanisms. 
42.11 The National Executive Council shall have power to determine and impose sanctions and penalties against any member or organ of the Party as shall be recommended by the arbitrators.
42.12 Any member aggrieved by the decision of the National Executive Council shall have the right to appeal to the supreme organs of the Party.


Article 43: Gender and Marginalized Groups and Affirmative Action  

43.1 The Party will aspire to attain gender parity in all positions of leadership at all levels. At any time, every organ of the Party must be constituted by not less than one-third of either gender.

43.2 The Party shall ensure that it puts in place and implements the requisite measures necessary for the improvement of welfare of the marginalized groups and special interest groups, like persons with disability, in its structures.
43.3 The method of such implementation shall be addressed in all Party structures immediately and on a continuing basis.


Article 44: Articles, Rules and Regulations

44.1 The National Executive Council shall have the power to adopt Articles, Rules and Regulations for the better carrying out of the activities of the Party.

44.2 The BECs shall have the power to adopt Articles, Rules and Regulations for the better functioning of the SDP in their respective Branches.

44.3 All articles, Rules and Regulations shall be consistent with the Constitutional norms of the SDP, and Articles, Rules and Regulations framed by the BEC shall only become operative when approved by the National Executive Council, or, on a provisional basis pending approval by the National Executive Council, or by the National Political Bureau.

44.4 The National Executive Council shall have the power to develop a Code of Conduct or Standing Orders to apply to all Party organs, officials, agents, office bearers and members


Article 45: Party Manifesto and Policies 

45.1 The SDP shall develop its Manifesto, Strategic Plan and various Policies, including human resource, finance, and administrative policies. reports on human resource, finance and administration shall be made quarterly.
45.2 The party policies shall guide the management and running of the party affairs
45.3 The Manifesto and/or Strategic Plan will have the vision, mission, programmes and strategies of achieving the goals of the Party.
45.4 The Party documents shall be revised every 5 years by the NPB, the NEC and ratified by the NC


Article 46: Perpetual Succession

The Party shall have perpetual succession and power, apart from its individual members, to acquire, hold and alienate property, enter into agreements and do all things necessary to carry out its aims and objects and defend its members, its property and its reputation.


Article 47: Contractual Liability
Only the National Officials shall have the authority to bind the Party or to create any legal relationship. Any other Party official or organ must show written authority to contract on behalf of the Party.	

[bookmark: _GoBack]Article 48: Party Seal

The Party shall have a Party Seal which shall be in the custody of the Secretary-General. The National Executive Council may from time to time determine what class of documents must be sealed

Article 49: Execution of Papers and Party Documents

The Authorized Officials who shall sign various documents shall be: 

1. Documents to IEBC: The Party President and/or Secretary General 
2. Document to ORPP: The Party President and/or Secretary General 
3. Account/Bank Accounts: the prescribed official as stipulated under Article 38.7. Any other    related documents will be signed by the National Treasurer and the Party President. 
4 Audited Accounts: Audited Annual accounts, financial documents shall be signed by the National Treasurer.
5 Reports: Documents for the Party shall be signed by the Secretary General/or the Party President.  
7. Nomination Documents: Nomination Certificates and Nomination Papers shall be signed by the Party President, Secretary-General and Chairperson of the National Elections Boards (NEB)
8. Membership Certificates: Bronze, Silver, Gold & Platinum Membership Certificates shall be signed by the Party President. 

Article 50: Press and Publication

50.1 The Party may own and operate a printing press and may have an interest or shares in any printing press; and

50.2 The Party may publish its own literature, periodicals, magazine, pamphlets etc.



Article 51: Affiliations, Alliances, Mergers and Coalitions

51.1 Coalitions: 
51.1.1 The Social Democratic Party of Kenya may form alliances, and/or coalitions with others political parties before/pre and after/post any presidential, parliamentary or county Government elections. 
51.1.2 The decision to form alliances and coalitions shall be determined by two thirds of the National Executive Council. 
51.1.3 The instrument of coalition or alliance shall be executed by the Party President and the Secretary General which shall then be deposited with the Registrar of Political Parties. 
51.1.4 The Coalitions shall in every respect comply with the provisions of the Third Schedule of the Political Parties Act.
51.1.5 A Post-Election Coalition contemplated in Clause 51.1.2 shall originate from a Post-Election Coalition Negotiation Panel consisting of the Party President, the Secretary General and three other persons nominated by the National Executive Council. 
51.1.6 The Post – Election Coalition shall be purely for purposes of addressing the parliamentary strength of the Social Democratic Party of Kenya in Parliament and/ or in the County Assemblies.

51.2 Mergers: 
51.2.1 The Social Democratic Party may merge with other likeminded party/ies for the purposes of winning national power/leadership. Such mergers shall be deliberated, adjudicated and decided by two-thirds of the National Congress or Special National Congress and the National Executive Council. Any one rejecting means it has not been agreed on. 
51.2.2 Where a merger involves the dissolution of the Social Democratic Party of Kenya, the following procedure shall apply: - 
a) The National Executive Council shall constitute a panel of 5 persons drawn from among its members to negotiate its merger with like-minded political parties;
b) The panel shall reach out to the like-minded parties and shall only enter into structured negotiations with appointed representatives of the other parties. 
c) The panel shall represent the party in the Drawing of a merger instrument and any such instruments shall have a due regard for: - 
i) The political objectives and values of the Social Democratic Party of Kenya and the interest of all members and organs of the Social Democratic Party of Kenya;
ii) The symbols and flag of the Social democratic Party of Kenya;
iii) The current and fixed assets and liabilities of the Social Democratic Party of Kenya 
iv) The retention of at least one-third of the officials of the Social Democratic Party of Kenya at every organ of the merged party;
v)The retention of the National Executive Director and at least two (2) senior officers of Social Democratic Party of Kenya in the Secretariat of the merged party.
51.2.3 The panel shall make its report for adoption or otherwise by the National Executive Council.
51.2.4 If the National Executive Council adopts the report of the merger negotiation panel, then the Party President shall within sixty (60) days convene a meeting of a Special National Congress at which the Motion “THAT, the Social Democratic Party of Kenya resolve to merge with “[list names of all Parties entering into the merger]” to form, and therefore bind every registered member of Social Democratic Party of Kenya to become a member of, a new political party to be known as “[Give name of new party]” shall be the only agenda of the day. 
51.2.5 The Secretary General shall put out a notification of the intended merger in at least two Daily newspapers of national circulation and shall in the notification invite any person, group of persons or organizations owed by Social Democratic Party of Kenya to lay forth their claims. 
51.2.6 If the special National Congress ratifies the decision to merge with other Political Parties, then: -
a) The National Treasurer shall within 14-days settle all outstanding financial obligations where possible;
b) The National Treasurer shall close all books of accounts at every organ of the Party and stop every payment except that which relates to the terminal benefits of employees; 
c) The Secretary General shall circulate copies of the merger instruments to all delegates attending the congress;
e) All the organs of the Party shall within fourteen (14) days dissolve and cease to exist in the manner specified in the merger instrument. 
f) The instruments of merger shall bear the signature of the Party President and that of the Secretary General and shall be sealed accordingly. 
51.2.7 A decision to merge with other parties shall be by resolution of the National Congress supported by two-thirds (2/3) of all delegates entitled to attend and vote. Provided any delegate opposed to the merger may register at a desk set-up at the Congress for that purpose, and the merger shall be construed to have failed if opposed by more that one third (1/3) of the delegates entitled to attend and vote at the National Congress. 
51.3.8 Each party to the merger shall publish its audited accounts in at least one daily newspaper not later than thirty (30) days from the date of executing the merger instruments. 
51.3.9 The respective merging parties shall finalize, terminate and or conclude the employment status of their employees, officers, staff and or personnel. The liabilities in respect thereof shall not be transferred to the new Party.



Article 52: Institute for Social Democracy   
                        
52.1The Party shall establish an Institute to teach social democracy to Party members and to provide party officers with leadership, organizational and ideological training. It shall be its intellectual and resource department. 

52.2 The Institute will be run by Board of Trustees. It shall consist of the following: -

a) Five Trustees in the following persons holding the office for the time being of Party President, Deputy Party Presidents, Secretary-General and the National Treasurer.

b) Up to seven (7) persons elected by the National Congress for a term of three years provided that they shall be eligible for re-election.

52.3 No person shall be eligible for election unless s/he is a fully paid up member of the Party.

52.4 Trustees appointed by virtue of their office as above-mentioned shall be Trustees only during the tenure of their office.

52.5 The Party President and Deputy President of SDP the Party shall be the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson respectively of the Board. In the absence of the President and Vice-Presidents, the Trustees present shall elect a chairperson for the purpose of conducting the business of that meeting only.

 52.6 All decisions of the Board shall be taken by a majority of the Trustees present at the meeting. In the event of an equality of votes the Chairperson at the meeting shall have a casting vote in addition to his/her deliberate vote.

52.7 The quorum of the Board’s meeting shall be at least six Trustees.

52.8 The Board of Trustees will appoint a Director-General and administrative staff who shall be responsible for day-to-day running of the Institute.

52.9 The Institute may organize local and International Conferences on matters of Democracy, Human Rights, Liberty, Peace, Security, Foreign Policy, Development and Strategic Studies.

52.10 The Institute will carry out research on matters relevant to good governance, human rights, transparency, accountability and patriotism.

52.11 There shall be established a foundation to be known as SDP Foundation.

52.12 The Foundation shall mobilize funds to augment the Party’s financial resources.

52.13 To promote economic investments and income generating activities of the Party.

52.14 To promote economic and social empowerment programmes for Party members and lead social transformation programmes.


Article 53: Amendment of the Constitution

53.1 No amendment or change may be made to the party Constitution including the party name except with the approval of the National Congress and by at least two-thirds of the votes cast by the members present. In between the National Congresses, however the National Executive Council may, on the advice of the National Political Bureau, amend the Constitution. Such amendments shall be confirmed, disallowed or modified at the next regular National Congress immediately following the amendment. Unless disallowed, or modified, such amendments will be binding to the Party.

53.2 The Party Symbol, Slogan, Motto, Logo, Colours, Articles, Rules, Regulations, Standing Orders or Codes of Conduct may be amended by a decision of the NPB and ratified by two-thirds majority of the NEC


Article 54: Dissolution

54.1 The Party may by a resolution passed by a two-thirds majority of members at a Special National Congress called expressly for the purpose of dissolution resolve that it be dissolved.

54.2 In the case of such dissolution, all properties and funds of the Party after meeting all liabilities shall be distributed in such manner as shall be determined by the National Congress at which a resolution favoring dissolution is passed, and such assets shall be granted to one or more organizations in Kenya whose objectives conform to those of the Party.



Article 55: Transitional Provisions

55.1 Pending the holding of first election under this Constitution, an interim National Executive Council, National Political Bureau and Branch Executive Councils shall be nominated by the first registered interim officials of the Party.

55.2 The interim officials shall hold office for a period of five years from the date of full registration of the Party before elections are held.

55.3 Provided that, if a vacancy arises in any of the interim organs of the Party, the Founding President of the Party shall with the approval of the interim National Executive Council nominate a member to fill that vacancy	

55.4 The provisions of this Article shall expire upon the holding of the first election under this Constitution.


































Article 56: Adoption of the Constitution

[bookmark: _Hlk178428904]This Constitution was adopted at the first Social Democratic Party of Kenya (SDP) Founders Meeting on the 15th February, 2024.


[bookmark: _Hlk178428871]                       DATED AT NAIROBI THIS 15TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2023
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SIGNED……………………………………………………………………………………….
                                                    NYUMBAH NYANJONG' DUNCAN
             FOUNDER AND PARTY PRESIDENT



[image: DIRCTOR SIGN]
SIGNED………………………………………………………………………
JARED DISHON OMWANDASI
FOUNDER AND SECRETARY -GENERAL
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SIGNED………………………………………………………………………
MARY WACUKA KINYUA
FOUNDER AND NATIONAL TREASURER





















Annexure 1 – Party Symbol 
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Annexure 2 – The SDP Pledge of Allegiance 

1,  ………………………………………. of ID/Passport number……………………..solemnly declare that I will abide by the aims and objectives of the Social Democratic Party of Kenya as set out in the Party Constitution, The Manifesto and other duly adopted policy positions, That I am joining the Social Democratic Party of Kenya voluntarily and without undue influence, duress, inducement or coercion from any person or entity; that I agree to respect the Party Constitution and organs; that I will at all times during my membership be a loyal member of the Social Democratic Party of Kenya ; that I will place my energies and skills at the disposal of the Social Democratic Party of Kenya and carry out tasks given to me by bona fide party officials or organs; that I will contribute towards making the Social Democratic Party of Kenya and effective instrument of fighting for democracy in Kenya; that I will defend the unity and integrity of the Social Democratic Party of Kenya and its principles; and that I will shun factionalism. 
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